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National Sculpture Factory Child Safeguarding Statement 


The content of this document is based on Children First: 
National Guidance and the Children First Act 2015.

1. [bookmark: _Toc454360030][bookmark: _Toc454445292][bookmark: _Toc454445452][bookmark: _Toc454445522]Name of service being provided: 
The National Sculpture Factory. 
______________________________________________

2. Nature of service and principles to safeguard children from harm (brief outline of what our service is, what we do and our commitment to safeguard children): 

The National Sculpture Factory (NSF), Cork City, is an arts organisation that provides studio and production facilities within a supportive and enabling environment for the realisation of a broad range of artistic projects. Established in 1989 by four local artists, the NSF has since developed an international reputation of programming and producing site-specific artworks and collaborating on a diverse range of interdisciplinary events and projects. We actively support artists and their practice through our sculpture workshop, residencies, lecture programmes, professional development workshops and the commissioning of new public artworks.

The National Sculpture Factory does not engage in specific art programmes for children however on certain occasions we may have children visiting the premises i.e. 
a. Culture Night
b. Heritage Day 
c. Secondary School Tours
d. Transition Year Work Experience Placements (to a maximum of 1 week) 

The National Sculpture Factory is committed to safeguarding children and our Declaration of Guiding Principles is as follows; 

The NSF believes that the best interests of children attending our services are paramount. Our guiding principles are underpinned by Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children; Tusla’s Child Safeguarding: A Guide for Policy, Procedure and Practice, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and current legislation such as the Children First Act 2015, Child Care Act 1991, Protection for Persons Reporting Child Abuse Act 1998 and The National Vetting Bureau Act 2012. 

Our guiding principles apply to all paid staff, volunteers, board and committee members and students on placement within our organisation. All Board / committee, staff, volunteers ans students must sign up to and abide by these guiding principles and our child safeguarding procedures. 

We will review our guiding principles and safeguarding procedures every 24 months or sooner if necessary due to service issues or changes in legislation or national policy. 

Our Designated Liaison Person is 		 ELMA O’DONOVAN, Administrator 
Contact Details 	021 431 4353 /     elma@nationalsculpturefactory.com 
Our Deputy Designated Liaison Person is: VALERIE BYRNE, Director 
Contact details: 	021 431 4353     valerie@nationalsculpturefactory.com 

Our Second Deputy Designated Liaison Person is: 
 DONAL DILWORTH, Technical manager
[bookmark: _GoBack]Contact details:                                     021 431 4353   donal@nationalsculpturefactory.com 


3. [bookmark: _Toc454360035][bookmark: _Toc454445297][bookmark: _Toc454445457][bookmark: _Toc454445527]Risk Assessment

We have carried out an assessment of any potential for harm to a child while availing of our services including the area of online safety when accessing the internet. Below is a list of the areas of risk identified and the list of procedures for managing these risks.

	
	Risk identified
	Procedure in place to manage identified risk

	1
	The NSF is a professional workspace for artists 
	· When Children visit for events such as Culture night they must be accompanied by an adult at all times
· When children visit the NSF, staff will meet and greet at the door and there will be NSF staffing along the route of the workshop tour 
· When secondary school tours visit there will be adequate NSF staffing available and a pupil / teacher ratio of 10:1 at all times

	2
	Transition Year Workplace Internet Safety 
	· TY interns do not have access to NSF computers or internet at any stage 


	3
	Transition Year Work Place General Safety 
	· TY interns working in the office are supervised at all times by Elma O’Donovan, Administrator and when working on the Factory Floor are supervised at all times by Donal Dilworth, Technical Manager 
· TY interns do not work one to one with artists working in the NSF 


	4
	

	

	5
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4. Procedures

Our Child Safeguarding Statement has been developed in line with requirements under the Children First Act 2015, Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children (2017), and Tusla’s Child Safeguarding: A Guide for Policy, Procedure and Practice. In addition to the procedures listed in our risk assessment, the following procedures support our intention to safeguard children while they are availing of our service: 

· Procedure for the management of allegations of abuse or misconduct against workers/volunteers of a child availing of our service; as outlined in our Staff Handbook, 
· Procedure for appointing of Designated Liaison Persons. Names and contact details are displayed on site and made known to all workers and volunteers within the organisation. 
· Procedures on record-keeping 
· Procedures on responding to allegations of abuse made against workers / volunteers 
· Procedures on accidents and incidents concerning children and young people 
· Procedure for the reporting of child protection or welfare concerns to Tusla

All procedures listed are available upon request.
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5. Implementation

We recognise that implementation is an on-going process. Our service is committed to the implementation of this Child Safeguarding Statement and the procedures that support our intention to keep children safe from harm while availing of our service. 

This Child Safeguarding Statement will be reviewed on 11 February 2021, or as soon as practicable after there has been a material change in any matter to which the statement refers.


Signed: ______________________________ (Provider)
[Provider’s name and contact details]


For queries, please contact 			, Relevant Person under the Children First Act 2015.



image1.jpeg
NATIONAL

SCULPTURE
‘ FACTORY




